Staff Bios

John F. Burns, M.A., Institute
Director, is a former U.S. Navy
officer and Vietnam veteran
who served for many years as
State Archivist of California.
He has also been a history
teacher and professor,
education administrator, and
consultant and author about
California and Vietnam.
Rudy Shappee, M.A., Institute
Assistant Director and Tours
Coordinator, is a retired U.S.
Navy chief warrant officer
and Vietnam veteran who has
also been a history teacher,
university lecturer in social
studies methods, author, and
manager of numerous
Midway projects.

Richard del Rio, M.A., Institute Teacher
Coordinator, is a retired high school
history teacher and department chair
who also served on several curriculum
and assessment committees both locally
and for the state education department.

Trevore Humphrey, M.A., Institute
Program Consultant, is a California high
school social studies teacher, museum
educator, educational technology
consultant, and specialist in online and
distance learning.

Karl Zingheim, M.A., Midway Staff
Historian, is also an adjunct professor of
history at San Diego State University. He
served as a U.S. Navy officer during the
Cold War, and lectures and writes about
military history topics.

Curriculum Consultants
Beth Doughty, M.A., has been teaching history since 1996, and is
the 7th and 8th grade magnet gifted history and language arts
teacher for the Battle Ground School District in WA.
Donovan F. Pruett, M.A., is a social science teacher located in Tracy,
CA who has taught World History, U.S. History, AVID, Law, and
Criminal Justice in grade levels seven through eleven.

Consulting Professors and Lecturers

Pierre Asselin, Ph.D., is a professor of history and the Dwight E. Stanford
Chair in American Foreign Relations at San Diego State University,
where he teaches courses about U.S diplomatic history, Vietnam, and the
Cold War. He has published several books about the Vietnam War.

Larry Berman, Ph.D., is a professor emeritus of political science at the
University of California, Davis, and Founding Dean of the Honors
College at Georgia State University. He is one of the foremost authorities
and authors on the Vietnam War and he is a frequent visitor to Vietnam.

John D. (Jody) Blanco, Ph.D., is an associate professor of comparative
literature, Spanish and cultural studies at the University of California, San
Diego, where he specializes in the Philippines during the colonial and postcolonial eras.
Gregory A. Daddis, Ph.D., is professor of history and the first USS Midway
Chair of Modern U.S. Military History at San Diego State University. He is
a retired U.S. Army colonel and Gulf War veteran and has written several
books and articles about the Vietnam War.
Matthew Dallek, Ph.D., is an associate professor in the Graduate School of
Political Management at George Washington University and is author of
publications about World War II civil defense and politics, the Reagan era,
and contemporary politics.
Robert Dallek, Ph.D., is an acclaimed historian of the U.S. presidency, and
professor emeritus of history at the University of California, Los Angeles.
He has written numerous books on American presidents, lectured at many
universities, and makes frequent media appearances.
Christopher Endy, Ph.D., is a professor of history at California State
University, Los Angeles, where he is a specialist and author about the Cold
War era and its diplomatic history. He also conducts teacher professional
development about Vietnam and the Cold War.

Todd Henry, Ph. D., is an associate professor of history at the University of
California, San Diego, where he specializes and writes about modern Korea
with a focus on the period of Japanese rule and its colonial aftermath.
Nancy Kwak, Ph.D., is an associate professor of history at the University of
California, San Diego, where she specializes in the evolution of cities and
urban spaces in the twentieth century, writing about homeownership and
foreign aid in the Cold War.
C. Douglas Lummis, Ph.D., is a political theorist and author who served as a
U.S. Marine Corps officer prior to the Vietnam War and who was active in the
anti-war movement in Berkeley and in Japan during the 1960s and 1970s.
Jorge Mariscal, Ph.D., is a U. S. Army veteran of the Vietnam War and is a
professor emeritus of Spanish and Chicano/a literature at the University of
California, San Diego. His writings include Chicano and Chicana Vietnam
war experiences.
Kelli McCoy, Ph.D., is a professor of history at Point Loma Nazarene
University in San Diego where she teaches courses in 19th and 20th century
U.S. history, specializing in 20th century social reform movements focusing on
women, gender and the law.

Laren Metzer, M.A., is an independent scholar, archivist and specialist in
Korean and East Asian history who served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Korea, 1976-1977. He lectures and writes about Korean history and
society, and has been a consultant to the South Korean government.

Ron Milam, Ph.D., is an associate professor of history at Texas Tech
University and executive director of the Institute for Peace and Conflict,
including the Vietnam Center and Archive. He is a U.S. Army veteran of
Vietnam and an author about the war.
Edward Miller, Ph.D., is an associate professor of history at Dartmouth
College and a historian of American foreign relations and modern
Vietnam, with several publications about the Vietnam War. He is the
founding director of the Dartmouth Vietnam Project.
Lien-Hang T. Nguyen, Ph.D., is the Dorothy Borg Associate Professor in
the History of the United States and East Asia at Columbia University,
where she specializes in and writes about the Vietnam War, U.S.-Southeast
Asian relations, and the global Cold War.
Rebecca Jo Plant, Ph.D., is an associate professor of history at the
University of California, San Diego. Her research and writings include
women’s history, gender studies and family history, and the social and
psychological impact of war in the 19th and 20th century U.S.

H. Lawrence Serra, J.D., is an attorney, author and Vietnam veteran who served
as a U.S. Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (NILO) on the Vietnam-Cambodian
border. He has also been an adjunct professor of law at the University of Arizona
and the University of San Diego.
Ronald H. Spector, Ph.D., is a professor of history and international affairs at
George Washington University and author of several military history books. A
U.S. Marine Corps Vietnam veteran, he served as Director of Naval History at
the Naval Historical Center.
Laura Wendling, Ph.D., is a professor of education at California State University,
San Marcos and an author and specialist in oral history and social studies
curriculum and instruction. She has also served as National Director of the
Consortium of Oral History Educators.
Danny Widener, Ph.D., is an associate professor of history at the University of
California, San Diego, where he teaches and writes about modern American
history, including political radicalism, African American history, Cuba,
California, and cultural studies.

